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Jun 11 Legion Service Day at Ranch Ministries, Pierre 
Jun 16-19 Department Convention—Watertown 
Jun 17  Post History Award inputs due by 1 pm 
Jun 20 HQ closed for Juneteenth Holiday 
Jun 20-24 Youth Trooper Academy,  
Jun 23 Blue Hat Day at Youth Trooper Academy 
Jul  15 Finance Commission meeting, Oacoma 
Jul 16 Dept Executive Committee meeting Oacoma 
Jul 16-17  New District Commander training 
Jul 16 Legion Service Day at Wings of Valor,  Parker  
Jul 29-30 National Membership Workshop 
Aug 26-Sep 1 National Convention, Milwaukee WI 
Sep 5 Labor Day, HQ closed 
Sep 10-11 SD Legion Golf Tournament 
 
INCLUDED WITH THIS UP TO NOW 
State convention cutoff for delegate votes. 
 
BIDS TO HOST 2027 MIDWINTER AND DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION 
Bids are being accepted from Posts wishing to host the 2027 Mid-
Winter Conference and the 2027 Department Convention.  Bids 
must be submitted in writing using the Convention Bid Form.  Bids 
must reach Dept Headquarters by June 14th.  They will be reviewed 
during the Department Convention.  Please contact Department 
Headquarters  for copies of the Convention Bid Form which will 
help Posts make their bids.  We have not received any bids for the 
MidWinter conference at this time. 
 
RESOLUTIONS BEFORE 2022 DEPT CONVENTION 
Copies of resolutions that have been submitted for convention con-
sideration can be found on the SD Legion Website.  There is a bright 
yellow link on the home page that will take you to the resolutions. 
 
DELEGATION FEES FOR DEPARTMENT CONVENTION 
Each Post is entitled to delegates based on included cutoff date.  
Delegate credentials (found in the Post Adjutant’s Administrative 
and Awards Manual) must be turned in to Department Headquarters 
by convention election.  Payment of $7 per delegate must accompa-
ny the form from the manual.  This is mandatory for all Posts wheth-
er they attend the convention or not. 
 
FUN AUCTION AT DEPARTMENT CONVENTION 
The annual South Dakota American Legion Foundation fun auction 
will be held on Saturday, June 18th in the Kotadome during the De-
partment Convention.  The auction will start about 8 pm.  This event 
is always well attended and an event to look forward to.  Items auc-
tioned are donated and all proceeds go to support our Legion Foun-
dation.  Please consider donating items, hand made items are espe-
cially welcomed.   
 
GO-GETTERS RECEPTION AND DINNER 
A reminder to all Posts.  If you have Go-Getters who were not certi-
fied at Mid-Winter, but eligible now to attend the Dept Convention 
Go-Getters reception and dinner, the Go-Getter Certification Form 
in the Post Adjutant’s Administrative and Awards Manual must be 
completed and sent to Department Headquarters prior to Convention 
in order for the Go Getter to attend.  If names were sent in previous-
ly, they do not need to be sent in again. 

 
2022 DEPT CONVENTION IN WATERTOWN 16-19 JUNE  
The convention will be held at the Ramkota Hotel and Event Cen-
ter in Watertown June 16-19 and will be hosted by Post 17.  I 
understand the Ramkota is booked, but there are several other 
hotels in the area.  Questions, please contact  Roger Papka the 
convention chairman at 605-881-6142.  The general schedule 
follows: 
 
Thursday June 16 
10:00 am Finance Commission meeting 
1:00 pm   Department Executive Committee meeting 
Friday June 17 
9:00 am Registration 
10:00 am Resolutions Committee meets 
10:00 am SAL Executive Committee meets 
11:30 am SDALPA Luncheon 
1:30—4:00 pm Convention Committees meet 
3:00 pm SD Legion Foundation meets 
4:30 Memorial Service 
6:00 Joint Banquet Reception 
7:00 Joint Banquet 
Saturday June 18 
8:00 am Registration 
8:30 am SD Legion Band Concert 
9:00 am Convention Business Session 
1:00 pm  SAL Business Meeting 
6:00 pm Go Getter reception, Post 17 home 
7:00 pm Go Getter Dinner 
8:00 pm Foundation Fun Auction 
Sunday June 19 
8:00 am  Registration 
9:00 am  Convention Business continues 
11:45 am Sweepstakes Drawing 
12:00 Elections 
TBD  Post Convention Department Executive Committee meets 
 
CONVENTION REGISTRATION 
The Convention Registration table will be in the Commons area 
of the convention hall.  Delegate badges, Go Getter Banquet tick-
ets and membership cards will be available for pickup. 
 
SDALPA LUNCHEON AT DEPT CONVENTION 
The South Dakota American Legion Press Association (SDALPA) 
luncheon will be Friday, June 17th at 11:30.  It will be held at Post 17 
home.  Meal will be soup and sandwich for $8.00. 
 
CONSOLIDATED POST REPORTS (CPR) 
It is extremely important to document what the Post has achieved 

during the last year and provide that information to both the De-

partment and National Headquarters.  You can either fill out the 

paper form that was sent to each Post earlier or you can go on line 

to complete the report.  When calculating volunteer hours it is 

important to remember to multiply the hours of the event by the 

number of volunteers.   Our goal is 100% Post reporting.  This 

was due by June 1st for awards purposes, however we still want 

all posts to complete the report, so they are still being accepted.  

CONTINUED ON BACK 

Up To Now! 

 
Kevin Hempel – Department Adjutant 

www.sdlegion.org – Email: adjutant@sdlegion.org  
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VOLUNTEER DAY AT THE RANCH MINISTIES 
The SD American Legion family and friends are invited to a Vol-
unteer Day at The Ranch Ministries on Saturday, 11 June.  This is a 
community service outreach project to help a South Dakota non-
profit organization that has a direct impact and service to veterans 
in South Dakota. The Ranch Ministries is located about 25 miles 
east of Pierre and serves active duty and prior military with year-
round activities including shooting sports, horse therapy, pheasant 
hunting, fishing, and real ranch work.  Activities begin at 8 a.m. 
with breakfast, various projects, lunch, more projects and 
snacks.  Feel free to come early or late - and leave early or late.  
Tools needed are barb wire fencing tools, chain saws and hammers.  
The ranch address is 30635 208th street, Pierre.  Make certain your 
route includes the Canning Road which is between highway 14 on 
the north and 34 on the south.  For more background go to https://
theranchministries.com and check out The Ranch Ministries.  To 
volunteer please visit this web page:  https://www.sdlegion.org/
service Your help now will impact veterans for years to come.  
 
YOUTH TROOPER ACADEMY 
Youth Trooper Academy will be held June 20-24 at the SD Law 
Enforcement Training Center in Pierre.  Blue Hat Day is Thursday, 
June 23rd and is held at the training gun range.  Headquarters has 
only received payment from eight posts and needs the other posts 
who are sponsoring cadets to mail in the $200 fee as soon as possi-
ble. 
 
LEGION BASEBALL SPORTSMANSHIP MESSAGE FROM 
SD ATHLETIC COMMISSION 
To all SD Legion Posts and SD Legion Members - Ask yourself 
"What is good Sportsmanship?"  So, what is the definition of 
Sportsmanship?  According to Webster's Dictionary, good Sports-
manship is "fair and generous behavior or treatment of others espe-
cially in a sports contest". Well, fellow Legion members, the 2021 
Legion Baseball season was horrible in this aspect.  Coaches, play-
ers and even fans were ejected from Legion Baseball games. In 
addition, SD Legion Headquarters received complaints about the 
behavior and attitude of coaches and players during Legion Base-
ball games.  Your help is needed to get the Sportsmanship back in 
Legion baseball, one of the Legion's largest programs.  If your Le-
gion Post sponsors or supports a baseball team in the Legion pro-
gram, make it a point to attend the Legion Baseball games and em-
phasize to the coaches, players and fans to show good sportsman-
ship and have positive behavior.  Tell them to remember that they 
are representing their local Legion Post and community.  Let's 
make and keep Legion Baseball in South Dakota FUN and EN-
JOYABLE for all by showing GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP. 

  
MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
Headquarters has received the 2023 membership cards and will be 
bringing them to the Department Convention.  Posts who have sub-
mitted their officer certifications will be eligible to pick up their 
cards.  National has informed us they discovered an error when 
they ran the cards and a number of deceased  and duplicate cards 
were sent with the cards.  We will have a list of those posts that 
were impacted.  All the post needs to do is to remove the cards 
identified in the spreadsheet. 
 
MEMBERSHIP REGISTERS (OLD GREEN BAR REPORT) 
With the change in MyLegion and other reports, National will no 
longer be printing the Membership Registers also known as the 
greenbar report.  Posts will still get their membership cards, but 
will not get this report.  This report can be downloaded from MyL-
egion.  Please note the membership register will not include PUFL 
members until after the July PUFL extract runs are complete.  Keep 
in mind only the Post Commander or Adjutant can download these 
files from MyLegion because you must have “My Groups” access.  
If a Post does not have access to MyLegion and requires the Mem-

bership Registers, Department Headquarters can download the 
Post’s report and get it to them.  Obviously, it will be somewhat 
time consuming and we ask only those Posts that do not have the 
ability to download reports from MyLegion ask for them from 
Headquarters. 
 
NATIONAL VETERANS GOLDEN AGE GAMES COMING 
TO SIOUX FALLS. 
Veterans from across the country will be traveling to Sioux Falls 
to participate in the National Veterans Golden Age Games.  The 
games will be held July 18-23.  Veterans will be competing in a 
number of events  and the schedule can be found at this website. 
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/112823125/  They will need 
a lot of volunteers to help at the games.  For more information on 
volunteering go to https://www.blogs.va.gov/nspse/national-
veterans-goloden-age-games/.  If you want to register to be a vol-
unteer please go to https://36thnvgag.my-trs.com. 
  
VA AIRBORNE HAZARDS AND OPEN BURN PIT 
REGISTRY 
The Department of Veterans Affairs is encouraging all Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm (ODS/S), Iraqi Freedom (OIF), Enduring 
Freedom (OEF), and New Dawn (OND) veterans to participate in 
the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit registry.  By joining the 
registry, you can provide information to help the VA better under-
stand whether long-term health conditions may be related to these 
exposures. Even if you have not experienced any symptoms or 
illnesses you believe are related to exposures during military ser-
vice, your participation in the registry could help VA provide bet-
ter care to all Veterans. For more information go to https://
veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry. 
 
CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM IN PARKSTON 
The Celebration of Freedom will be held in Parkston June 29 
through July 4th.  The traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall will be at 
the event with many program items.  For a complete schedule of 
events please go to their website https://parkstoncelebration.com/ 
A convoy parade on June 29th will escort the wall into Parkston. 
 
POST CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS 
Has your Post updated it’s Constitution and By Laws?  This 
should be done annually to make sure everything is up to date. 
Additionally, please ensure Department Headquarters has a copy 
of your updated Constitution and By Laws.  Thanks for your help 
with this important process. 
 
DIRECT TV DISCOUNTS FOR POSTS 
The American Legion has partnered with Commercial Satellite 
Sales.  With this agreement, Posts may be eligible for 15-20% 
discount on Direct TV programing.  This is for Posts only and may 
not be available for all areas.  Contact 800-251-1595 or visit 
www.cssdtv.com/american-legion for more details. 
 
DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP GOALS FOR 2022 
National set the membership goal for South Dakota at 17,733 
members.  As of 2 Jun2 we are currently at 16,508 or 93.09% of 
our goal.  We are currently #30 of all the departments. Last year 
we were #1.      National Commander Dillard has asked each Post 
to shoot for 103%.  We currently have 80 posts which have made 
100% of goal and 29 of those posts have made 103% or better.  
Commander Dillard has also set a goal of 90% renewal rate and 
South Dakota is currently at  92.17% renewal rate. 
 

Membership Chairman Travise Flisrand’s theme:  
 

Retain, Recruit and Educate 
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